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ygtijqg nf Claims: 

1. (currently amended) An article of footwear for receiving a user's foot 
having toe, ball, arch and heel portions, comprising: 

(a) an upper member adapted to cover the upper portion of the user's 
foot, said upper member having an open bottom defining a bottom 
edge portion contained in a generally horizontal plane; 

(b) a horizontal flexible insole member arranged within and secured to 
said upper member bottom edge portion, 

(1) said insole member being formed by molding from a flexible 
synthetic plastic material and having generally planar upper 
and lower surfaces, and toe, ball, arch, and heel portions 
arranged below the corresponding portions of the user's foot; 

(2) said insole member lower surface containing beneath the ball 
portion of the user's foot a plurality of parallel transversely- 
extending longitudinally-spaced flex grooves that define 
therebetween a plurality of transversely extending flex bars, 
respectively^] , *™ ends of ^ flex amoves being spaced 
from the c^^t^^P ' A f ft pQrtkms of said insole member^ 

(T ) said insole member lo w »r surface containing beneath the arch 
pftrtimi nf the user's font a lon ^'^tillv-PTm-nrimp shank 

slot; 

(4j — M tn ^her lower surfare containing adjacent the 

peri pheral ed g » ^ «aid toe, ball arch and heel portions % 
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P Y rTTrfjr^— that ext ends in concentrically spac ed 

rftlaHoTi around sa id flex grooves and sa id shank slot; 

(c) an annular welt member extending concentrically around said upper 
member bottom edge portion; 

(d) inseam stitching means securing said welt member to said upper 
member lower edge portion and to said insole member; 

(e) a midsole member extending beneath said insole member and said 
welt member; 

(f) means securing said midsole member to said welt member; and 

(g) an outsole member extending beneath and secured to said midsole 
membeif.] : and 

fb) a relatively ripd general ly hori zo nta l shank member arranged 
l^pit ^inanv in said s hanV riot, thereby to stiffen the arch portion 
of said inner sole member. 

Claim 2. cancelled. 
Claim 3. cancelled 

4. (currently amended) An article of footwear as defined in claim 3- L wherein 
said shank member has a longitudmally-bowed configuration, thereby to define concave 
and convex surfaces on said shank member. 

5. (original claim) An article of footwear as defined in claim 4, wherein said shank 
member concave surface is directed downwardly. 

6. (currently amended) An article of footwear uj Uufwud in ululm 1, whmrin 
f or living a »™r'« foot havfr f hall, arch and heel portions, comprisin g: 
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P y ^ »n 1lPO er member «d»nted to cgyer the ""Pe r portion of the user s 

foot iir ppr member an nnen bottom defining a bottom 

portion con*»i "«l in a gene~'iy horizontal plane; 
(Kt a horizon*,! flexible member arranged within and secured to 
oid uppe r member b ottom edge portion, 

(l ) said insole m ««bgr being f ormed bv molding from a flexible 
synthetic plasrir.material and v.*™? generally planar upper 
and lower surfr^. and toe, ball arch, and heel portions 
arran ged below the co ^T^^" npo rtionS ofthe xlseT ' s foot; 

f> > said insole member low<-r surface containing beneath the ball 
portion of th« nser's too * » plurality of transversely 
o^nHmp lon^wiinallv-Pps.^ flex grooves that define 
rt^befrvaen a plur»»tv of t P«n« v*^elv extending flex bars, 
res pectively; 

fry said insole surface c^t^nirK, benrath said arch portion 

fe ) m annular weKmem h " —touting ^rantricallv around said upper 

member bottom edge portion: 
fA\ inseam stitching mean s firing said welt member to said upper 

member lower -ipr- r orrirm WT,H tn said insole member; 
(g) a midsolc agate «»™«" F b£nea& said insol* member and said 

welt memben 

{fl mean§ serarm p a*™ 1 andso 1 " member to said welt member. a«4 

an oii ^lft member extending beneath and secured to said midso le 
member; 

fh ) a relatively r i pid generally horizontal ahanfc member arranged 
irmfritiKli nRllv in said *hnnk slot, thereby to st iffen the arch portion 
of said jnnftr sole member. 
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said insole member bottom lower surface eeatams mnraini^ J 

periphery thereof a continuous annular sealing channel that extends in spaced 

relation concentrically around said flex grooves and said shank slot; andfurther 

including[;] : 

(i) a compressible continuous annular sealing gasket arranged in said 
sealing channel, said sealing gasket being compressed between said 
insole and said midsole, thereby to seal said flex grooves and said 
shank slot against penetration by moisture. 

7. (original claim) An article of footwear as defined in claim 6, wherein said 
sealing channel has a horizontal bottom wall and a pair of vertical side walls; and further 
wherein the thickness of said gasket member is greater than the depth of said sealing 
channel, the walk of said gasket member being tapered inwardly in me direction of said 
channel bottom wall, thereby to facilitate the insertion of said gasket into said sealing 
channel. 

8. (original claim) An article of footwear as defined in claim 1, wherein said 
insole member has a peripheral wall the upper edge portion of which is provided with a 
continuous horizontal outwardly-extending peripheral lip portion, said welt member 
having such a cross-sectional configuration as to cause said upper member lower edge 
portion to be reversely bent back inwardly beneath said insole peripheral lip portion. 
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